
Chapter 2   Firearm Safety  
 
 
Firearm Safety and Developing a Socially Responsible Attitude  
 
Any discussion on firearms must first begin with a discussion on firearm safety. While firearms 
can provide many hours of enjoyment in sport or as a comforting tool for your personal security, 
the law considers a firearm as being capable of inflicting serious injury or death.  
 
There is always a risk of danger; therefore the safe use of firearms cannot be over emphasized. 
 
Accidental discharge of a firearm can cause serious injury or death to you, other persons or 
damage to property. Firearm safety is YOUR obligation. Only you are responsible for the firing of 
your gun. You owe this obligation to yourself, your family, your co -workers and the general 
public. This is a heavy responsibility indeed, but one that can be carried out with a conscientious 
approach to firearm safety.  
 
Som e people think it is óm anlyô or ócoolô to be cavalier w ith firearm s. T he braggadocio by 
irresponsible persons with their firearm is an accident waiting to happen (or a revocation of their 
licence if a thoughtful policeman is present). Either way, sooner or later, these people are going 
to get into trouble unless they change their attitude.  
 
Itôs not ów im pyô to be conscious about firearm  safety. In fact, quite the opposite, it shows 
maturity and good social responsibility ï  attitudes which are to be commended. A mature and 
responsible attitude toward firearm safety will allow you to enjoy your firearm for as long as you 
wish. 
 
There are many common-sense rules for safely using a firearm ï but there are FIVE BASIC 
R U LES O F FIR EA R M  SA FET Y  w hich if follow ed w ill avoid accidents. Even if you donôt ow n a 
firearm , itôs likely you w ill com e in contact w ith a gun at som e tim e or other in your life. B y 
understanding and following these five simple rules you avoid needless grief. 



 
FIVE BASIC RULES OF FIREARM SAFETY  

 
 

1.  Conduct yourself in a mature and responsible manner.  
 
 
2.  Treat all firearms as if they are loaded until you have verified their condition 

for yo urself.  
 
 

3.  Never point a firearm at anything unless you plan to destroy it.  
 
 
4.  Never put your finger on the trigger unless you intend to fire the gun.  
 
 
5.  Know your target, what is beyond and around the target.  

 



Letôs look at these FIV E B A SIC  R U LES O F FIR EA R M  SAFETY in some more detail. 
 

1.  Conduct yourself in a mature and responsible manner  
This is the first rule you must follow when handling firearms. In fact, following this rule is 
necessary in order to effectively practice the other rules of safety.  
 
Do NOT  engage in horseplay or braggadocio with a firearm  
A  firearm  is not a toy. N or is it som ething that you should be óshow ing offô. Irresponsible 
or immature behavior can often get out of hand, which may have dire consequences. The 
handling of firearms is a serious matter and should always be treated as such. 
 
Exam ple: JJ and his friends engage in a ñgun saluteò to the popular perform er on stage. 
Policemen quickly move-in, seizing the guns and prosecuting the men. They will never be 
able to own a firearm again . 
 
Maintain sobriety  
Never consume anything that will impair your judgment or physical coordination when 
you're using a firearm. Guns and alcohol or drugs can be a deadly combination.  

 
Exam ple: A n argum ent develops am ong m en at a local ów atering holeô ove r a parking 
space. The argument escalates into a gunfight. Two men die on the spot, a third dies later 
in hospital. 

 
2.  Treat all firearms as if they are loaded until you have verified their condition 

for yourself.  
Never assume a firearm is empty. It is bette r to put yourself on guard at all times by 
treating it as if it were loaded. Then carefully inspect it and verify its condition. Once this 
has been done then you will now be in a position to handle the gun accordingly.  

 
Example: Danny is showing his friend Ray his new H&K 2000 pistol. He removes the 
magazine and clears the chamber before handing it to him. While Ray is looking at the 
gun, Danny becomes distracted by a phone call. Ray slips the magazine in and chambers 
a round when his thumb accidentally drops the slide release tab. Ray quickly hands the 
gun back to Danny, who thinks the gun is still empty. He begins to wave the gun around 
as heôs talking on the phone and pulls the trigger in a m om ent of anger. B A N G ! H e 
accidentally shoots Ray in the leg. 

 



3.  Never point a firearm at anything unless you plan to destroy it.  
A s redundant as it m ay sound, a bullet canôt hit som ething unless the gun w as pointed at 
that thing in the first place. A nd w hen the bullet is fired it doesnôt com e back. R em em ber, 
once the gun has been fired you alone are responsible for wherever the bullet may go and 
whatever it may hit. By simply pointing the firearm in the direction of a safe area you will 
avoid any chance of shooting someone or something accidentally.  
 
Example: Mikey has owned his gun for sometime now and is eager to become a good 
shot. While watching TV one night he comes upon a cowboy movie. He decides to play 
fast-draw against the bad guy character. He puts his gun in his holster, assumes the 
classic fast-draw pose in front of the TV and BANG! He shoots his TV to smithereens. 

 
4.  Never put your finger on the trigger unless you intend to fire the gun.  

Firearm s donôt have a m ind of their ow n or the ability to fire them selves. T he gun w ill only 
discharge if the trigger is pull ed to the rear. By simply not putting your finger on the 
trigger you will avoid inadvertently pulling it and firing the gun.  
 
Example: Stan is coming down a hill after a successful afternoon of dove hunting with his 
birdboy ñPussò in tow . Stan slips and fa lls flat on his rear. The fall causes him to clutch the 
shotgun he was carrying slung over his shoulder with his finger in the trigger guard ï  and 
his finger pulls the trigger. B A N G !  ñPussò has his right leg am putated that afternoon due 
to complications from the shotgun blast to his knee.  
 

5.  Know your target, what is beyond and around the target.  
Be certain of what you intend to shoot. Never fire at a sound, a movement or a patch of 
color. Also, be certain of what is behind the target and that, if necessary,  you intend to 
shoot that too. Why? You could miss your target because it moved or you aimed 
incorrectly ï  leaving whatever was behind it to be hit by your errant bullet. Or your bullet 
may penetrate your target fully ï again leaving whatever was behind it to be hit by your 
bullet.  

 
Example: Mrs. Spence heard an unusual noise late one night outside her window. 
Retrieving her licenced firearm from the bedside drawer, she peeped and saw what 
looked like a prowler walking in her back yard. Mrs. Spence fired multiple shots. The 
ñprow lerò turned out to be her gardener w ho w as paying a visit to her live -in 
housekeeper. H eôs lucky to be alive, but the neighborôs car w as badly dam aged. 

 
 



There is no doubt that the FIVE BASIC RULES OF FIREARM SAFETY discussed here are indeed 
ócom m on sense rulesô. Y et all the exam ples listed of accidental shootings actually occurred (the 
names have been deleted or changed to protect the guilty!) ï  so m aybe com m on sense isnôt so 
common after all.   
 
The rules are worth repeating.  
 
 

FIV E BASIC RULES OF FIREARM SAFETY  
 
 

1.  Conduct yourself in a mature and responsible manner.  
 
 
2.  Treat all firearms as if they are loaded until you have verified  

their condition for yourself.  
 
 

3.  Never point a firearm at anything unless you plan to destroy it.  
 
 
4.  Never put your finger on the trigger unless you intend to fire the gun.  
 
 
5.  Know your target, what is beyond and around the target.  

 
 
 
 
However, you can make a difference. It begins with your decision  to be a responsible citizen ï  
whether you own a firearm or not.  
 
Firearm  safety is everyoneôs business. 



Chapter 2   Types of Firearms   
Parts, Mechanical Operation, Varieties and 
their Ammunition 

 
Now that you have a better understanding of how to handle firearms safely, we can now turn 
our attention to a discussion on firearms themselves. It is important that you have a general 
appreciation of firearms for many reasons; whether you own/plan to own a firearm or not. Some 
of these may be:  
 

× to satisfy your natural curiosity about firearms  
 
× because you may come into contact with a gun or gun owner  

 
× because you may be called upon to identify a gun  

 
× to help dispel myths 

 
Here we will discuss the various firearms for which licences are granted (handguns, shotguns 
and rifles). This section will also discuss the different varieties and types of firearms listed, their 
uses, parts, mechanical operation and ammunition.  
 
Handguns, as the name suggests, is a relatively small firearm which may be fired with one hand 
only. It fires a single projectile each time.  
 
A shotgun is a larger firearm normally used with both hands. It was designed to discharge many 
projectiles (or shots) at once, hence its name. Shotguns represent a great improvement over 
handguns because of their increased power and range. 
 
Rifles, like shotguns, are normally used with both hands. They are designed to fire a single bullet 
but now incorporate a special design improvement over shotguns. The bore (the inside of the 
barrel) is órifledô vs. the sm ooth bore of the shotgun. óR iflingô refers to grooves that are cu t along 
the length of the bore with a slight twist. As the bullet is fired and travels down the rifled bore, it 
is guided by the grooves into a spinning motion. This spinning motion stabilized the bullet in 
flight. Rifles represent an improvement over shot guns because the spinning bullet makes the gun 
far more accurate and has an even longer range than pistols, revolvers and shotguns. 
 
T his process of óriflingô is also used in the barrels of handguns. 



 
Firearm Categories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Handguns 

Long Guns 

Revolvers 

Single Action 

Pistols 

Rifles 

Shotguns 

Double Action 

Single Action 

Double Action 

Class Types Varieties 

Pump Action 

Semi-Automatic 

Break Open 

Bolt Action 

Lever Action 

Semi-Automatic 



Parts of a typical Revolver  
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Mechanical Operation of Revolvers  
 
The name for this type of handgun derives from the operation of getting the bullets aligned with 
the barrel. The bullets are housed in a revolving cylinder. The mechanism is designed so that the 
chambers of the cylinder containing the bullets are aligned with the barrel each time it turns.  
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Cylinder rotates to 
align consecutive 
chambers with the 
barrel. 
 
The direction of 
rotation may vary 
among models. 
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Varieties of Revolvers  
 
There are two varieties of revolvers based on the differences in their ñactionsò:  
Single A ction (SA ) and D ouble A ction (D A ) R evolvers. T he ñactionò refers to the m otion of the 
firing parts of the gun when the trigger is pulled.  
 
B ut, first w e need to understand the sequence of events or ñactionò of firing a bullet. The firing 
pin must hit the back of the bullet with enough force to cause it to fire. The hammer is used to 
hit this firing pin. In order for the hammer to do this, it must be lifted or cocked against spring 
pressure. Then it must be released so that it can drive the firing pin forward.  
 
Single action (SA) revolvers will be familiar to you as Cowboy guns. In a single action revolver, 
the hammer must be lifted manually before the gun can be fired and this must be done each 
time the gun is to be fired. Pull ing the trigger will only release the hammer forward. Again, this 
will allow the hammer to strike the firing pin, which in turn fires the bullet.  
 
In this variety of revolver, pulling the trigger results in a ósingle actionô only ïthat is, it releases 
the hammer only. This is a typical single action revolver. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a double action (DA) revolver, pulling the trigger does two things: it lifts the hammer back 
and then releases the hammer forward. Again, the powerful forward motion of the hammer 
strikes the firing pin, which in turn fires the bullet.  
 
Pulling the trigger results in ódouble actionsô ï lifting and then releasing  the hammer. Below is a 
typical double action revolver.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Now there is a unique feature of double action revolvers ï  the hammer may also be manually 
lifted or cocked, allowing the gun to be fired just like a single action gun. The trigger now 
requires very light pressure to drop the hammer. So light in fact, it is commonly referred to as a 
hair trigger.   
 
Incidentally, this dif ferentiation of revolvers by their óactionsô also applies to sem i-automatic 
pistols, as we will see later.  
 
So why are there single action and double action revolvers? Well, the answer is simple. Single 
action revolvers were the original design ï and some people are nostalgic. They like the style 
and m any hunters find the  ócrispnessô of a single action -firing stroke very desirable. In some 
countries, western cowboy shooting sports have been developed so that these persons can fully 
enjoy their nostalgia.  
 
Double action revolvers on the other hand are of modern design. Many police departments and 
security guards use this type of revolver, as well as private citizens who appreciate their simple 
operation, rugged design and economic price. In Jamaica, virtually all licenses for revolvers are 
for the double action model.  
 
As you will see, revolvers also come in many different sizes and colors. This is because their 
primary functions are all different - small size for concealment and personal protection, large for 
open carry or hunting. Dark colors help in concealing the gun, while those made of chrome or 
stainless steel is more resilient to rusting. 
 
In some cases, there might even be slight design modifications, for example, the first three 
revolvers shown on the next page are relatively small and have very short barrels. The short 
barrels help in concealing the gun since they are used for personal protection.  Two have their 
hammers modified - shrouded (center) and completely bobbed off (right). These two are 
designed to be carried in pockets or purses. The modifications to their hammers help ensure 
they donôt snag in clothing w hen they are being draw n quickly. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Some typical Revolvers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

ñC hiefôs Specialò, 
.38 Spl. 5-Shot Snubby .38 Spl.  

Shrouded Hammer 

6-Shot ñSecurityò  
.38 Spl. 

.41 Magnum Hunting Revolver 

Colt Long Army  
SA Revolver 

 
.38 Spl. 
Hammerless 


