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Disclaimer 
 
The information contained herein is NOT intended to provide legal advice. Laws may be revised 
or amended at any time, and might not be contained in this Manual at the time of publishing. 
Where necessary, the reader should consult with an attorney-at-law for legal advice within the 
wider framework of Jamaican Laws. 
 
The improper use of firearms may result in serious injury or death. The material presented in this 
Manual is intended to demonstrate the operation of firearms in accordance with safe handling 
techniques. 
 
The Ministry of National Security and the Firearm Licensing Authority make no warranties 
whatsoever, either expressed or implied, oral or written, in fact or by operation of law or 
otherwise, regarding the safety of any firearm or the use of any safety device shown in this 
Manual. 
 
The operation of different firearms can vary widely. Indi viduals should consult with the 
m anufacturerôs handbook and use their firearm s in accordance w ith the m anufacturerôs 
guidelines. Ultimately, the responsibility for firearm safety rests with the individual.  
 
Finally, before beginning any kind of physical exercise regime, consult your physician. 
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Vision Statement  

To foster public confidence in the integrity of 

the systems and procedures for the granting 

and renewal of firearm licences and  

to promote their responsible use. 
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Mission Statement  
 

The Firearm Licensing Authority has as its mandate the accomplishment of the following 
objectives: 
- the maintenance of integrity, transparency, accountability and objectivit y throughout the 

process of the issuance of firearm licences 
 
- the ensuring of an efficient, professional, rigorous and timely procedure for the 

processing of applications and issuing of firearm licences  
 
- the conduct of regular audits and security revi ews of gun clubs, private security 

companies, shooting facilities, licensed firearm holders and their firearms  
 
- the development and maintenance of an inventory of all licences issued to private 

citizens and security firms, combining information on both the licence holder and the 
firearm 

 
- the utilization of modern technology to capture for inclusion within an electronic 

database, the ballistic signature of all licenced firearms as well as to undertake the 
periodic updating of this information  

 
- and the collection and accounting of such funds as may be made available by Parliament 

and any other monies as may be lawfully paid to the Authority in relation to the granting 
and renewal of licences 
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Introduction  
 
The purpose of the FIREARMS ACT (Jamaica, 1967 and amendments) is to control all aspects 
pertaining to firearms and ammunition. Under the present Act, individuals are permitted to own 
and use firearms and ammunition but they must have the requisite licence.  
 
The Firearm Licensing Authority was established to streamline, standardize and centralize the 
granting, renewal and revocation of firearm licences and all the attendant processes thereof. 
Persons seeking to obtain a firearm licence are required to complete the application process with 
the Firearm Licensing Authority. This process has several steps and each one must be completed 
in accordance with the requirements of the Authority.  
 
One of the mandates of the Firearm Licensing Authority was to develop a system of improvin g 
the knowledge, skills and attitude of firearm holders. This is an obligation not only to you, the 
Licence holder, but to public safety. 
 
To fulfill this obligation, the Firearm Licensing Authority has implemented a qualification and re -
certification trai ning program. This training program will consist of a written and practical test for 
new applicants and current Licence holders upon the expiry of their 5 -year Licence Booklets / ID 
Cards. Thereafter, everyone will undergo a practical re-certification test  only, at periodic 
intervals. Holders of Firearm User's (Employee's) Certificates will also be required to 
undergo this training program at 5-year intervals.  
 
This Firearm Training Manual will assist you in your preparation for the written test as part of  
your application or re-certification of your Firearm Licence. Specifically, it only provides 
information about legal firearm ownership and use in Jamaica, general technical aspects of 
firearms, firearm safety and personal welfare.  
 
The information contained here represents the minimum knowledge requirements that 
prospective and current firearm holders in Jamaica are expected to have if they are to own and 
safely use their firearm. (Of course, you are also encouraged to seek out and get as much 
supplemental training as possible from qualified sources.) We hope you will use it as a general 
reference guide for as long as you own your firearm.  
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There are THREE (3) chapters in this manual as well as various appendices for your general 
information.  
 
Chapter 1  contains relevant highlights of the Firearms Act and regulations as well as various 
important Ethical Issues.  This is intended to provide you with an overview of the laws 
governing legal ownership and use of a firearm.  
 
The complete Firearms Act and Atten dant Regulations is available from the Government 
Printing O ffice or m ay be dow nloaded from  the FLA ôs w ebsite. It m ay seem  like a lot of technical 
information, but we strongly urge you to read it carefully as you should be fully aware of all the 
laws governing ownership and use of a firearm.  
  
Chapter 2  provides information on Firearm Safety and Types of Firearms. It covers the 
rules for safe handling, and a description of the various firearms for which licences are granted 
(handguns, shotguns and rifles). This Chapter will also discuss the different types of firearms 
listed, their parts, mechanical operation, varieties and their ammunition. A glossary of common 
terms is also included. 
 
Chapter 3  covers information on Security Issues and Mindset . These include some general 
principles of personal and home security, a look at the Physical and Psychological Issues faced 
by a firearm holder and an introduction to First Aid.  
 
You will be examined on your knowledge of the contents of these Three (3) chapters only.  
 
Intentionally, this Manual contains no information on the practical skills of firearm use or 
marksmanship. Information on these practical skills will only be offered to approved/current 
firearm Licence holders. 
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Chapter 1   Highlights of the Firearms Act &  
Ethical Issues   

 
 

Overview  
The objective of the Firearms Act is to control the manufacture, sale, purchase, importation, 
exportation, transhipment, disposal, possession and use of firearms and ammunition. The Act 
prescribes the various regulating authorities, the definition of a firearm, by whom, how and 
where a firearm may be legally possessed, the various fees applicable, and the various penalties 
for breaches. 
 
The following extracts from The Firearms Act represent the general, everyday information most 
often needed by firearm holders.  
 
Please consult The FIREARMS ACT (Jamaica, 1967 and amendments), for details on all its 
provisions, including regulatory framework, legal obligations of the firearm ho lder and penalties 
for any breach. 
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Establishment of the Authority , Section 26A  

(1) There is hereby established for the purposes of this Act, a body to be known as 
the Firearm Licensing Authority1. 

 
Functions  of the Authority , Section 26B  

(1)  .... the functions of the Authority shall be  ï   
   (a) to receive and consider applications for firearm licences, certificates or  
   permits;  

(b) to grant or renew firearm licences, certificates or permits;  
   (c) to revoke  any firearm licence, certificate or permit granted under this Act;  
   (d) to amend the terms of a firearm licence, certificate or permit;  

(e) to receive and investigate any complaint regarding a breach of a firearm 
licence, certificate or permit.  

 
(2) The Authority shall have the power to -  

(a) summon witnesses; 
(b) call for and examine documents; and  
(c) do all such other things as it considers necessary or expedient for the 
purpose of carrying out its functions under this Act.  

 
Types of Licences, Certif icates and Permits , Section 27  

The Authority may grant the following licences, certificates or permits -   

 

(a) a Firearm Import Permit; or  
(b) a Firearm Export Permit; or  
(c) a Firearm Transhipment Permit; or  

 (d) a Firearm Manufacturer's Licence; or  
 (e) a Firearm Dealer's Licence; or 

(f)  a Gunsmith's Licence; or  
 (g) a Firearm Disposal Permit; or  
 (h) a Firearm User's Licence; or 

(i) a Firearm User's (Special) Permit; or 
(j) a certificate under paragraph (j) of subsection (2) of section 20; or  
(k) a Firearm User's (Employee's) Certificate. 

 
 
1 The Authority is managed by a Board of Directors and a CEO, and reports to the Minister of National Security 
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Establishment of the Review Board , Section 37A  
(1) For the purpose of a review under section 37, there  is hereby established a Review 
Board2 consisting of persons appointed by the Minister in accordance with the Fourth 
Schedule. 

 
(2) The Review Board appointed under subsection (1) shall within ninety days of receiving 
an application for review;  

(a)  hear, receive and examine the evidence in the matter under review and  
(b)  submit to the Minister, for his determination, a written report of its findings 

and recommendations. 
 

(3) The Minister upon receipt and consideration of the reports of the Review Board 
shall give to the Authority such directions as the Minister may think fit.  

 
(4) Where the Review Board fails to comply with subsection (2), the Minister may hear 
and determine the matter under review.  

 
 
Information Required to accompany Application, Section 28  

Every application for any licence, certificate or permit shall  

  (a) be addressed to the Authority; and  
  (b) be in the prescribed form; and  
  (c) contain the prescribed particulars; and  

(d) be accompanied by the prescribed number (if any) of photographs of th e 
prescribed dimensions of the person to whom the licence, certificate or 
permit applied for is desired to be granted; and  
(e) bear upon it, if so prescribed, a specimen of the signature of the person 
to whom the licence, cer tificate or permit applied for is desired to be 
granted; and 
(f)  be signed by the applicant; and  
(g) be accompanied by the receipt for the prescribed application  
fee (if any) and by such other docu ments, if any, as may be prescribed. 

 
 
 
2 The Review Board is independent of the Firearm Licensing Authority 

http://perrr.it/
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General provisions for the Grant of Firearms Licences, Section 29  
(4) ... a Firearm User's Licence, ... or a certificate issued under paragraph (j) of 
subsection (2) of section 20 shall be granted by th e Authority only if the 
Authority is satisfied that the applicant has a good reason for acquiring or 
having in his possession the firearm or ammunition in respect of which the 
application is made, and can be permitted to have in his possession that firear m 
or ammunition without danger to the public safety or to the peace:  

 
Provided that such a permit, certificate or licence shall not be granted to a 
person whom the Authority  has reason to believe to be of intemperate habits or 
unsound mind, or to be for a ny reason unfitted to be entrusted with such a 
firearm or ammunition:  

 
Provided further that no Firearm User's Licence, Permit or Certificate shall be 
granted until the applicant therefor has  ï   

 

(a) satisfied the Authority of his proficiency in the use and management of 
the type of firearm in respect of which his application is made;  
 

(b) satisfied the Authority that he has made adequate provision for keeping  
the firearm in respect of which his application is made in a secure place when 
it is not being carried or used in accordance with the Licence, Permit or 
Certificate. 

 
Provision for Amendment of Licence by the Authority, Section 35  

(1) ... the Authority may at any time by notice in writing to the holder of a licence, 
certificate or permit vary the co nditions subject to which such licence, certificate or 
permit is held except such of them as may be prescribed.  
 
(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall specify the nature of the variation of conditions 

proposed and require the holder to deliver up the licence, certificate or permit to the 
Authority on or before a day specified in the notice (not being less than three days 
after delivery of the notice) for the purpose of amending the conditions specified 
therein. 
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Definition of Firearm, Section 1  
"Firearm"  means any lethal barreled weapon from which any shot, bullet or other 
missile can be discharged, or any restricted weapon or, unless the context otherwise 
requires, any prohibited weapon, and includes any component part of any such weapon 
and any accessory to any such weapon designed or adapted to diminish the noise or 
flash caused by firing the weapon, but does not include any air rifle, air gun, or air pistol 
of a type prescribed by the Minister and of a calibre so prescribed;  

 
ñProhibited weapon ò refers to any artillery or automatic firearm; or any grenade, bomb 
or other like missile. 

 
ñRestricted weapon ò refers to any weapon of whatever description or design which is 
adapted for the discharge of any noxious liquid, gas or other thing.  

 
 
Definition of Imitation Firearm, Section 25  

ñImitation ò firearm  m eans anything w hich has the appearance of being a firearm  w ithin 
the meaning of this section whether it is capable of discharging any shot , bullet or 
missile or not.  

 
 
Restrictions on Alteration/Conversion , Section 15  

(1) .... a person other than the holder  of a Gunsmith's Licence shall not -   
      

(a) shorten a barrel of any smooth bore gun to a length of less than twenty 
inches;         

(b) convert into a firearm anything which is not a fire arm;    
(c) convert into a prohibited weapon anything which is not a prohibited weapon   

 (d) convert into a restricted weapon anything which is not a restricted weapon.  
 

(2) A holder of a Gunsmith's Licence shall not do any of the things referred to in  
subsection (1) except with the prior written approval of the Commissioner of  
Police. 

 
 
 

 




